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Proposition 1B – Background and Information
In 2006, California voters approved Proposition 1B, which allocated almost $20 billion in bonds to advance infrastructure projects, mobility, safety, and air quality improvements throughout the state. Voters of Proposition 1B placed a condition on the allocation of funds by emphasizing that projects receiving funds must address the state’s most urgent needs and reduce pollutant emissions.

Two billion dollars of the Prop 1B funds were dedicated for Trade Corridor Improvement Fund (TCIF) projects.   The California Transportation Commission (CTC) was tasked with distributing the funds with an emphasis placed on projects that improve trade corridor mobility while reducing emissions of diesel particulate and other pollutant emissions. 

CTC Funding and the Oakland Army Base Project
In 2009 the Port of Oakland and the CTC signed the original funding agreement. In 2012, several amendments were made to the original CTC grants and the City of Oakland became a party to the funding agreement. 

In total, the CTC has allocated about $242 million for the overall Oakland Army Base Project. The City of Oakland was awarded $176 million for site preparation and infrastructure on their side of the project. The Port of Oakland was awarded over $65 million for rail access improvements. The City of Oakland is the only entity considering building a coal export terminal. The Port of Oakland previously rejected a coal export terminal project with a unanimous vote.

Coal Export Terminal, EIR Issue, and West Oakland Residents
The initial redevelopment project proposal provided to the CTC did not include the potential for the transport and export of coal, nor was CEQA review done with the use of a coal export facility examined. No fossil fuel exports were mentioned in any state or federal environmental review documents pertaining to this project. The developer considered coal as a potential commodity after the initial EIR was conducted and after the project had received funding from the CTC. 

The current proposal plans to transport up to 10 million tons of coal to West Oakland each year, which, if built, would be the largest coal export facility on the US West Coast. Coal would arrive on railroad lines from Utah and be transferred to cargo ships for export to China and other countries. A new EIR is necessary to examine the potential health and environmental danger of transporting up to 10 million tons of coal in open car trains and exposing residents to coal dust.

West Oakland has been designated as a disadvantaged community by the California Environmental Protection Agency via CalEnviroScreen. The community of West Oakland is one that is already heavily impacted by goods movement. West Oakland residents breathe air containing three times the amount of diesel particulate matter than air in other parts of the Bay Area , which translates into a 2.5 times greater risk of cancer.  Children in West Oakland suffer from ailments like asthma at higher rates than children in other neighborhoods. West Oakland residents are two times as likely to go to the emergency room with asthma as people in other parts of Alameda County.

Coal Exports in California Ports and on the West Coast
In recent years, as coal fired power plants have shut down, the US coal industry has touted a coal exports story as its future. Several coal terminals in the Northwest were proposed in 2011. Since then, due to poor global coal market conditions and massive public opposition, three of those terminals have disappeared.  Three terminals remain, 2 of which in Washington are undergoing an extensive state and federal environmental review process. One terminal in Oregon is being litigated—there, the state denied a major permit due to environmental concerns.

In California, there are three terminals that ship relatively small amounts of coal
Levin- Richmond private terminal– it is currently unknown if coal is still being exported from Richmond. Approximately 1 million tons per year was exported in the previous 4 years. (Note: Richmond didn’t’ export coal before 2011 such that we are aware. Per the Bowie s-1 form, it’s unclear whether that contract was extended beyond Dec 2015.)

Port in Stockton – Coal exports have varied from 25,000 tons to up to 1.8 million tons. 

Port in Long Beach - Less than 1 million tons.

If the coal export terminal is built in West Oakland to handle 10 Million Tons of coal, it would be the largest coal export facility along the US West Coast.

No one is opposed to the redevelopment of the Oakland Army Base. The concern is with the transport of coal through West Oakland, the lack of appropriate environmental review and disclosure, the misuse of public funding intended to improve air quality and recognition of the health and safety hazards posed to the residents of West Oakland, the terminal workers and to all Californians.
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